
Sixth Avenue Global Methodist Church 
    Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

(World Communion Sunday)   
October 6, 2024                                                                            10:30 a.m. 

“For this reason, a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery—
but I am talking about Christ and the church.” (Ephesians 5:31-32, NIV] 

† 
PRELUDE                     

 
WELCOME                                                             Pastor ‘Debo 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                  Liturgist 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will 
make a helper suitable for him.”  
P:  Lord, remind us that the union of a man and a woman points us 
to the union of Christ and His Church.  
L: On this World Communion Sunday, we celebrate the profound 
mystery of Christ and the Church.  
P: Lord, as a man and a woman becomes one flesh in marriage, we 
celebrate our union with you and one another.   
 
*ENTRANCE TO THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
 
*OPENING HYMN                                                                       # 159                                 

      “Lift High the Cross” 
 

*The Nicene Creed                             –                                             # 880 
 
*Gloria Patri                Hymn # 70 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                             Ephesians 5:21-33 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS                                                 Pastor ‘Debo 
 
HYMN                             “One Bread, One Body”                          # 620 
 
OUR TIME OF PRAYER 

BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER (in unison) 
 
~Joys and Concerns 
~General Prayers & Intercession 
~The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                                                       # 895 
 

OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
 
OFFERTORY    
 
*Doxology        “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”     # 95 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Accept our tithes and offerings, O Lord, together with our lives, to be 
used by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, for the expansion of your 
kingdom, in our local Community, and around the face of the earth, 
that many shall come to know your Son, Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord, Amen.        
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                     
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                                     Mark 10:2-16 
                       
MESSAGE                                                                  Pastor ‘Debo      

           “A Profound Mystery – Christ & The Church” 
 
HOLY COMMUNION (see liturgy on screen) 
Prayer after Communion: Heavenly Father, thank you for this holy 
mystery in which you have fed us with the spiritual food of the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ. Send us out to do the work you have given 
us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses in the world. In 
the name of Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                       # 559                                 

          “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” 
 
*SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE   
 
*For those who are able, please stand.  



Week At A Glance: 
 

Sunday, October 6, 2024 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 
 

Tuesday, October 8, 2024 
11:00 a.m.  SPPRC Meeting (Parlor) 
5:30 a.m.  Administrative Council Meeting (Parlor) 
 

Wednesday, October 9, 2024 
10:00 a.m.  Bible Study (Chapel) 
 
Saturday, October 12, 2024 
7:00 a.m.  Weekly Prayer Huddle (see details in announcements) 

 

FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2024 
Birthdays    Anniversaries  
1 Jan Cox      
8 Mary Ann Polliard   8 Bruce & Lura Goff 
14 John Reef, Sr. 
15 Alton Currence   16 Jerry & Heidi Raymond 
20 Colton Thress   31 Dan & Diane Cochran 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINISTRY STAFF 
Ministers: The People of This Congregation 

Media Team: Phyllis Flowers & Paul Jassogne  
Media Team (Live Streaming):  Lee Ann Whitmer 

Church Secretary: Lee Ann Whitmer 
Custodian:  Jeff Byerly 

 Pianist:  Jackie Howard  
Liturgist: Greg Howard 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. ‘Debo Onabanjo  
 
 

 
 

Sixth Avenue Global Methodist Church 
1004 West Sixth Avenue 

Lancaster, OH 43130 
 

October 6, 2024 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

(World Communion Sunday) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Service starts at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. 
Children’s Church (ages 5-13) starts at 10:45 a.m.  

Church Office Hours:  10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 

 
 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. ‘Debo Onabanjo 
Pastor’s cell:  614-296-1081 

Pastor’s email: aaonabanjo@yahoo.com 
Office email:  sixthgmc_email@yahoo.com 

Church: (740) 653-1196 
Fax: (740) 653-6780 

Website:  6thavegmc.org 
 

mailto:sixthgmc_email@yahoo.com


 
Bennington Glen:  Jane Patterson 
 
Edgewood Manor (Lucasville):  Alan Fick, C3 
 
FMC:  Joan Irwin, 607 
 
LanFair:  Mary Chilcote, 313 
        
Luxe:  Jim Robertson (Billie’s brother), Sheridan Hall, 306 
Jim Funkhouser, Eckert Wing, 207A 
 
Primrose: Bill & Doris Shauger, 121 
 
The Ridge:  Fred Beougher, 140                 
 
Continued prayers are requested for: 
Sharon Byerly, Dorothy Dunn, Linda Eads, Sharon Funkhouser,  
Ed Gurile, Clara Herrick, Lloyd & Diann Helber, Mykel Henderly,  
Joan Irwin, Billy Jeffery, Jill Jubach, Eleanor & Bob Kane,  
Carl & Sharon Mathias, Carla (Mathias)Vicki Oatney, Michael Parrish, 
Beth Patton, Susan Russell, Rod Shouldis, Kathy Starner, Don Taylor,  
Greg & Sandie White. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Please note:  Names will be removed from the bulletin prayer list after 
three Sundays and will only be added if a new request is made. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have a prayer concern or praise to share, please fill out a green 
prayer card found in the pew and give it to an usher before the worship 

service begins.  Thank you for allowing us to pray for and with you! 
 
 
 
 

Global Methodist Church/Allegheny West Hurricane Helene Response: Hurricane Helene has left a trail 
of devastation across several of our Global Methodist Church communities nationwide, severely impacting 
families and congregations in its path. The destruction is overwhelming, and the need for support is urgent. As 
the Allegheny West Conference, Conference Superintendent Rev. Dr. Jeff Greenway shared this call to action: 
“We understand our faith compels us to help those in need. In this case, the first step is to call for a special 
offering to be taken over the next three weekends in each church in the Allegheny West Conference. As you 
invite your people to participate, please remind them of the words of the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:6-
11.” Once we have received your offering, we will send to the conference. Our Presiding Elder, Rev. John 
Alice has also shared with us what Rolling Plains Church in Zanesville, OH is doing in response to the relief 
efforts. They are inviting interested churches to team up with them to fill flood buckets with much needed 
supplies. The buckets have already been provided – a donation of $25 is required to help provide the supplies 
needed for each bucket. Please pick up a flyer at the Information Desk at the Narthex and let Lee Ann or Pastor 
‘Debo know if you would like to support this initiative. Thanks! 
 

Pastor’s Bible Study: This holds on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel.  We will continue our study of 
the Old Testament Book of Ezra this week – please read chapters 8-10 in advance. This Narrative Literature 
Book records the story of the fulfillment of the prophecy by God’s prophets, especially Jeremiah that after the 
judgement of the people and destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians, God would bring them back to 
Jerusalem 70 years later (see 2 Chronicles 36:15-23 and Ezra 1:1-4 for insight). This Book reminds us that 
prayer is a demonstration of steadfast trust in God and the fact that even pagan kings and leaders are under 
God’s sovereign control. In this Book, we will also learn the value of God’s unchanging Law as the foundation 
of righteousness in personal and corporate lives. This Bible Study is open to all members of the community. 
In addition to the joy of worship and fellowship on Sundays, our time together during Bible Study is always a 
blessing with some time spend in prayers for personal and general requests. Please invite a neighbor/friend 
and thanks for attending. 
 

2024 Charge Conference: This serves to inform members that the 2024 Charge Conference of the Lancaster 
Charge (comprising Mt. Zion GMC and Sixth Avenue GMC) has been scheduled for 1pm on Sunday, 
November 17, 2024 at Mt. Zion GMC. Our Presiding Elder, Rev. John Alice has authorized Rev. Karen 
Walters to preside at the Charge Conference. While all members are invited to attend, only elected members 
of the Administrative Council will have voice and vote. Other attendees can be allowed to speak at the 
discretion of the Presiding Elder at the Charge Conference. Please mark your calendars and keep the upcoming 
annual gathering in your prayers. 
 

Strategic Planning Team Update – The Strategic Planning Team set up by the Administrative Council is 
proposing a few changes for Sixth Avenue Global Methodist Church starting this month of October. Based on 
the results of the survey of the membership taken several months ago, we will begin an Adult Discipleship 
Class on October 6th.  We will plan for this class to run from 9:30 to 10:15 AM to give people time to socialize 
in the Narthex before church. The plan is to discuss topics that will be of interest to those who attend. Also, 
we would like to change the flow of entering the church. We made changes during the COVID-19 Pandemic 
for one way in and one way out but feel it is time to embrace anew the Church’s beauty and also enhance the 
safety of our children who use the Educational Wing. The proposed changes will look like this: 
 

• We would like to utilize the parking lot in the rear of the Church and open up the access gate so people can 
enter from the South side of the building and enter the Narthex. This started last week Sunday September 29. 
• The parking spots by the Bell Tower will be designated for handicap parking and the handicap entrance will 
be the ramp into the building near those spaces.  
• The other designated entrance to the Church will be the front steps leading into the Narthex – the Sixth 
Avenue entrance. 
 

We would need additional volunteers to direct people as we implement this change so if you are interested in 
participating, please contact Dr. Gregg Witham.  
 

Lastly, we are looking into some new signages that will grab visitor’s attention and help direct guests who 
attend the church for worship and fellowship. If you would like to see other changes or improvements in our 
Church, please feel free to contact any of the members of the Strategic Planning Team below:  
 

Dr. Gregg Witham (Chair) 
Dottie Raymond 
Sue Griffin 
Greg Howard 
Diane Cochran 
Kathy Shafer 
Pastor 'Debo 
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS (October 6, 2024 – October 12, 2024): 
 

(Scripture passages are from the New International Version (NIV) Bible unless otherwise indicated) 
 

Sunday October 6  
Scripture Reading Genesis 2:4-7, 15-25; Reflection Verse: Genesis 2:18     

“The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: Why did God decide to give the man a suitable helper? What does this tell us?  

Monday October 7 

Scripture Reading Ecclesiastes 4:7-12; Reflection Verses: Ecclesiastes 4:9-10     

“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. 
But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.”  

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: What is the advantage in having a partner or companion according to our focus text? 
In what ways have you been blessed with the support of someone else? How can you show appreciation to your helper?  

Tuesday October 8 

Scripture Reading Matthew 19:1-12; Reflection Verses: Matthew 19:4-6     

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: What was God’s original plan for marriage according to Jesus Christ?  

Wednesday October 9 

Scripture Reading Mark 10:2-16; Reflection Verses: Mark 10:11-12     

“He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. And if she divorces her 
husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.”  

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: Why do you think Jesus affirmed God’s original plan for marriage?  

Thursday October 10 

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 5:21-22; Reflection Verses: Ephesians 5:32-33  

“This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one of you also must love his 
wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.” 

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: What do understand about the profound mystery of Christ and the Church and how 
this relates to the marriage union? What insight can you gain from this understanding?  

Friday October 11  

Scripture Reading: Colossians 3:18-4:1; Reflection Verses: Colossians 3:18-19 

“Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with 
them.” 

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: What do you understand by the Bible’s instruction for wives to submit to their 
husbands as is fitting in the Lord? (see Ephesians 5:22-24 for more insight) How are husbands to treat their wives?  

Saturday October 12 

Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 2:21-3:7; Reflection Verse: 1 Peter 2:21  

“To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.” 

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: How are we as believers called to emulate the example of Christ in all things?  



Ephesians 5:21-33 
Instructions for Christian Households 

21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the 
Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing[a] her by the washing with 
water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant 
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their 
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever 
hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ 
does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a 
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh.”[b] 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking 
about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his 
wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A21-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29331a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A21-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29336b


 

Mark 10:2-16 
2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife?” 

3 “What did Moses command you?” he replied. 

4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and 
send her away.” 

5 “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this 
law,” Jesus replied. 6 “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them 
male and female.’[a] 7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife,[b] 8 and the two will become one flesh.’[c] So they 
are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, 
let no one separate.” 

10 When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about 
this. 11 He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another 
woman commits adultery against her. 12 And if she divorces her husband 
and marries another man, she commits adultery.” 

The Little Children and Jesus 

13 People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on 
them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was 
indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I tell 
you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on 
them and blessed them. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A2-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24595a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A2-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24596b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A2-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24597c


 
 
 
 
 
 



*CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for 
him.”  
P:  Lord, remind us that the union of a man and a woman points us to the union of Christ and 
His Church.  
L: On this World Communion Sunday, we celebrate the profound mystery of Christ and the 
Church.  
P: Lord, as a man and a woman becomes one flesh in marriage, we celebrate our union with you 
and one another.   
 
*The Nicene Creed     #880 
We believe in one God, 
 The Father, the Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 The only Son of God, 

Eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  He came down from heaven, 
  Was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
  And became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  He suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  In accordance with the Scriptures; 
  He ascended into heaven 
  And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory 
  to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son, 
  Is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 



 We believe in the one holy catholic* and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism 
  For the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 The Breakthrough Prayer 
 

Amazing God, we pray that through the Holy Spirit your preferred 
future for Sixth Avenue Global Methodist Church will be made known 
to us. We ask that you use us to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ 
to our friends, family, and community.   Give us the courage to follow 
the leading of your Holy Spirit wherever that may take us.  Open our 

eyes so that we may see the new things you are already doing among 
us.  AMEN. 

 


