
Sixth Avenue Global Methodist Church 
    (Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost)   

September 8, 2024                                                                       10:30 a.m. 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can 

boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9] 
† 

PRELUDE                     
 
 

WELCOME                                                             Pastor ‘Debo  
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                  Liturgist 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: God demonstrated His great love for us by sending Jesus to die for 
us while we were still sinners.    
P:  Loving God, thank you for making us alive with Christ even when 
we were dead in transgressions.  
L: Our salvation from beginning to end is a gift of grace so that no 
one can boast before God.  
P: As God’s handiwork created in Christ Jesus, we will embrace the 
good works God prepared in advance for us to do.  
 
*ENTRANCE TO THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
 

 
*OPENING HYMN                                                                       # 452                                 

          “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
 

 
*Affirmation from 1st Timothy                             –                           # 889 
 

 
*Gloria Patri                Hymn # 70 
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                               Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS                                                 Pastor ‘Debo 
 

 
 
 
 
 
HYMN                          “Grace Greater than Our Sin”                   # 365 
 
OUR TIME OF PRAYER 
 
BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER (in unison) 
 
~Joys and Concerns 
~General Prayers & Intercession 
~The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 
 
 

OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
 
OFFERTORY    
 
*Doxology        “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”     # 95 
 
 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC             “In Christ Alone”      Dana Shouldis, piano                                                           

    (Townsend and Getty) 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                                 Matthew 8:1-13 
                       
MESSAGE                                            Rev. Dr. ‘Debo Onabanjo      

      Saved By Grace Through Faith 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                                                                         # 98                                 

          “To God Be the Glory” 
 
*SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION 
 

 
POSTLUDE   
 
*For those who are able, please stand.  



Week At A Glance: 
 

Sunday, September 8, 2024 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 
 

Tuesday, September 10, 2024 
11:00 a.m.  Trustees Meeting (Parlor) 
 

Wednesday, September 11, 2024 
10:00 a.m.  Bible Study (Chapel) 
 
Saturday, September 14, 2024 
7:00 a.m.  Weekly Prayer Huddle (see details in announcements) 

 
FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2024 

Birthdays    Anniversaries  
8 Art Dickson     
9 Daniel Onabanjo    
11 Dottie Raymond    
15 Nicole Layne 
16 Paul Jassogne   26 Paul & Dotty Jassogne 
17 Bruce Goff 
25 Autumn Brunney 
25 Tonya Rowland 
26 Mark Brunney    
26 Clara Herrick 
27 Donna Dickson 
27 Charles Shafer 
28 Kathy Shafer 

 
MINISTRY STAFF 

Ministers: The People of This Congregation 
Media Team: Phyllis Flowers & Paul Jassogne  

Media Team (Live Streaming):  Lee Ann Whitmer 
Church Secretary: Lee Ann Whitmer 

Custodian:  Jeff Byerly 
Guest Pianist:  Dana Shouldis   

Liturgist: Kathy Shafer 
Pastor:  Rev. Dr. ‘Debo Onabanjo  

 

 
 

Sixth Avenue Global Methodist Church 
1004 West Sixth Avenue 

Lancaster, OH 43130 
September 8, 2024 

(Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Service starts at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. 
Children’s Church (ages 5-13) starts at 10:45 a.m.  

Church Office Hours:  10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 

 
 
 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. ‘Debo Onabanjo 
Pastor’s cell:  614-296-1081 

Pastor’s email: aaonabanjo@yahoo.com 
Office email:  sixthgmc_email@yahoo.com 

Church: (740) 653-1196 
Fax: (740) 653-6780 

Website:  6thavegmc.org 
 

mailto:sixthgmc_email@yahoo.com


 

Bennington Glen:  Jane Patterson 
 
Edgewood Manor (Lucasville):  Alan Fick, C3 
 
LanFair:  Mary Chilcote, 313 
        
Luxe:  Jim Robertson (Billie’s brother), Sheridan Hall, 306 
Jim Funkhouser, Eckert Wing, 207A 
 
Main Street Terrace:  Marilyn Lawson, 36 
 
Primrose: Bill & Doris Shauger, 121 
 
The Ridge:  Fred Beougher, 140 
                      
 
 
Continued prayers are requested for: 
Amanda Baker, Dave Bash, Sharon Byerly, Barbara Cook, John Cook,  
Ken Cook, Dorothy Dunn, Tommy Eblin, Walt Fawcett, 
Sharon Funkhouser, Ed Gurile, Clara Herrick, Cindy, 
Lloyd & Diann Helber, Mykel Henderly, Dixie Hoskinson, Joan Irwin, 
Billy Jeffery, Elizabeth Jones, Jill Jubach, Eleanor & Bob Kane, 
Marilyn Lawson, Carl & Sharon Mathias, Vicki Oatney,  
Michael Parrish, Beth Patton, Maliah Radigan,  
Mark & Donna Shouldis, Rod Shouldis, Kathy Starner, Don Taylor, 
Greg & Sandie White. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have a prayer concern or praise to share, please fill out a green 
prayer card found in the pew and give it to an usher before the worship 

service begins.  Thank you for allowing us to pray for and with you! 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Bible Study: This holds on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel.  We will conclude the 
Letters of John this week and also read the Book of Jude. Thereafter, we will go back to the Old Testament 
and spend time in some of the Narrative Literature starting with the Book of Ezra. This Bible Study is open 
to all members of the community. In addition to the joy of worship and fellowship on Sundays, our time 
together during Bible Study is always a blessing. We spend some time to pray at the end of the Bible Study 
for personal and general prayer requests. Please invite a neighbor or friend and thanks for making time to 
attend.  
 

Strategic Planning Team Update – The Strategic Planning Team set up by the Administrative Council is 
proposing a few changes for Sixth Avenue Global Methodist Church starting in October. From the results 
of the survey of the membership taken several months ago, we will begin an Adult Sunday School class on 
October 6th.  We will plan for this class to run from 9:30 to 10:15 AM to give people time to socialize in 
the Narthex before church. The plan is to discuss topics that will be of interest to those who attend. Also, 
we would like to change the flow of entering the church. We made changes during the COVID-19 
Pandemic for one way in and one way out but feel it is time to embrace anew the Church’s beauty and also 
enhance the safety of our children who use the Educational Wing. The proposed changes will look like 
this: 
 
• We would like to utilize the parking lot in the rear of the Church and open up the access gate so people 
can enter from the South side of the building and enter the Narthex.  
• The parking spots by the Bell Tower will be designated for handicap parking and the handicap entrance 
will be the ramp into the building near those spaces.  
• The other designated entrance to the Church will be the front steps leading into the Narthex – the Sixth 
Avenue entrance. 
 

We would need additional volunteers to direct people as we implement this change so if you are interested 
in participating, please contact Dr. Gregg Witham.  
 
Lastly, we are looking into some new signages that will grab visitor’s attention and help direct guests who 
attend the church for worship and fellowship. If you would like to see other changes or improvements in 
our Church, please feel free to contact any of the members of the Strategic Planning Team below:  
 
Dr. Gregg Witham (Chair) 
Dottie Raymond 
Sue Griffin 
Greg Howard 
Diane Cochran 
Kathy Shafer 
Pastor 'Debo 
 

Global Methodist Church (GMC) Convening Conference – 40 Day Prayer Guide Still Available: We 
are excited that the Convening General Conference will start next week, September 20-26 in San Jose, 
Costa Rica. A lot of preparation has been made for a successful time of holy conferencing for the 
approximately 350 delegates that will represent the Provisional Annual Conferences and Districts from all 
across the world. The Convening Conference Prayer Committee has prepared a 40 Day Prayer Guide for 
every Global Methodist to use from Wednesday August 7 to Sunday September 15. Limited copies of the 
40 Day Prayer Guide are still available for those interested. Please pick up your copy from the Information 
Stand at the entrance of the Sanctuary in the Narthex. We encourage everyone to please take the time to be 
engaged in this time of prayer (and fasting after consultation with your medical care team) for a successful 
gathering. If you have any questions about the Convening General Conference, please contact Pastor ‘Debo 
who is one of the elected delegates that will be representing the Allegheny West Provision Annual 
Conference at the global gathering. Thanks! 
 

Weekly Online Prayer Gathering: Please join our weekly online prayer gathering on Saturday mornings 
from 7:00-7:30am to pray together for our church, local community, our nation, worldwide and personal 
concerns. Simply dial the Free Conference Call # 425-436-6200 from your phone and when prompted, 
enter the access code 603577 followed by the # key and you will be able to participate. The gathering is 
open to members and friends of Mt. Zion GMC and Sixth Avenue GMC and members of the public. Text 
prayer requests to Pastor ‘Debo at 614-296-1081 ahead of the prayer time. 
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS (September 8, 2024 – September 14, 2024): 
 

(Scripture passages are from the New International Version (NIV) Bible unless otherwise indicated) 
 

Sunday September 8  
Scripture Reading Matthew 8:1-13; Reflection Verses: Matthew 8:2-3     

“A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” Jesus reached 
out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy.” 

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: Do you believe that Jesus is willing to care for your deepest need? What is stopping 
you from approaching Him even now as the man with leprosy did?  

Monday September 9 

Scripture Reading Matthew 9:1-13; Reflection Verse: Matthew 9:2     

“Some men brought to him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Take heart, son; 
your sins are forgiven.”  

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: Who can you bring to Jesus in simple faith today? Will you take that step of faith? 

Tuesday September 10 

Scripture Reading Matthew 9:18-34; Reflection Verses: Matthew 9:20-22     

“Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. She 
said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.” Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith 
has healed you.” And the woman was healed at that moment.” 

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: What can we learn from the story of the woman healed by Jesus? To what did Jesus 
attribute her healing?  

Wednesday September 11 

Scripture Reading Ephesians 2:1-10; Reflection Verses: Ephesians 2:8-10     

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that 
no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 
do.”  

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: How are we saved? What have we been saved through grace to accomplish?  

Thursday September 12 

Scripture Reading: Romans 10:1-17; Reflection Verse: Romans 10:17  

“Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ.” 

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: Do you have saving faith? Have you heard the joyful sound that Jesus saves?  

Friday September 13  

Scripture Reading: John 20:24-31; Reflection Verse: John 20:28-29  

“Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: What do you believe about Jesus? Who can you share your faith in Jesus with?  

Saturday September 14 

Scripture Reading: John 14:1-14; Reflection Verse: John 14:6  

“Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

Reflection Question/Action for the Day: Do you believe Jesus that He alone is the way, and the truth and the life? Why?  



Ephesians 2:1-10 
Made Alive in Christ 

2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you 
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of 
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 
cravings of our flesh[a] and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, 
we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for 
us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God 
raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 
Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one 
can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 
 
Matthew 8:1-13 
Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy 

8 When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed 
him. 2 A man with leprosy[a] came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if 
you are willing, you can make me clean.” 

3 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he 
said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy. 4 Then Jesus 
said to him, “See that you don’t tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the 
priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” 

The Faith of the Centurion 

5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for 
help. 6 “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering 
terribly.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202%3A1-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29233a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%208%3A1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23348a


7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?” 

8 The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my 
roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am 
a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he 
goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and 
he does it.” 

10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following 
him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great 
faith. 11 I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and 
will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven. 12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” 

13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed 
it would.” And his servant was healed at that moment. 

 



*CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: God demonstrated His great love for us by sending Jesus to die for us 
while we were still sinners.    
P:  Loving God, thank you for making us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions.  
L: Our salvation from beginning to end is a gift of grace so that no one can 
boast before God.  
P: As God’s handiwork created in Christ Jesus, we will embrace the good 
works God prepared in advance for us to do.  
 
*Affirmation from 1st Timothy                             –                           # 889 
Leader:  
There is one God and there is one mediator, Christ Jesus,  
Who came as a ransom for all, to whom we testify. 
 
People: 
This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance: 
That Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, 
and was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the Spirit, 
seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, 
believed in throughout the world, taken up in glory. 
Great indeed is the mystery of the gospel. Amen. 


